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TABLE 3-1   U.S. Households with Children Under 18 (in 1,000s)
Household Type	1970	1980	1990		Percent Change, 1970-1990	
Married with						
children	58,939	48,624	46	,503	-21.	.09
Single parent	8,199	12,466	15	,867	+51	.67
Single mother	7,452	11,406	13	,874	+53	.78
Single father	748	1,060	1	,993	+37	.53
Other	2,024	2,337	1	,768	-12.64	
SOURCE:  U.S. Congress (1991:1080).
live with only one parent, usually the mother, a rate doubl of 1970 (Bureau of the Census, 199la). Overall, about 50 p of all children will reside in a single-parent home before a spending an average of 6 years with a single parent (Bui 1984; Norton and Click, 1986).
Adolescent mothers represent a special case of family ture. Birthrates for adolescent mothers are increasing ai creasingly, the mothers are unmarried. Adolescent birthrates, had declined steadily since World War II, began rising ag 1985, and by 1989 were higher than they had been since th< 1970s (Figure 3-1). But while births to unmarried women sented only 15 percent of all births to adolescents in 1960, percent in 1970, by 1989 over 67 percent of teenage mother unmarried, including 92 percent of black teenage mothers (1 1992).
Single-Patent Households
Single-parent families are likely to live in or near poverty.  F; with two wage earners have, on average, three times the income of families with one wage earner.   Poverty rates most six times higher for single-parent families than  fo parent families (Table 3-2). About 73 percent of children in parent families experience poverty at some point in theii and a substantial proportion (20 percent) spend 7 or more y poverty.   And since 87 percent of single parents are worm